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perty, or reputation, and aids whatever promises to improve
the living of all his fellows* Contrariwise, badness brings to
mind, as its leading correlative, the conduct of one who, in
carrying on his own life, damages the lives of others by
injuring their bodies, destroying their possessions, defraud-
ing them, calumniating them.

Always, then, acts are called good or bad, according as
they are well or ill adjusted to ends; and whatever incon-
sistency there is in our uses of the words, arises from
inconsistency of the ends. Here, however, the study of
conduct in general, and of the evolution of conduct, have
prepared us to harmonize these interpretations. The fore-
going exposition shows that the conduct to which we apply
the name good, is the relatively more evolved conduct; and
that bad is the name we apply to conduct which is relatively
less evolved. We saw that evolution, tending ever towards
self-preservation, reaches its limit when individual life is the
greatest, both in length and breadth ; and now we see that,
leaving other ends aside, we regard as good the conduct
furthering self-preservation, and as bad the conduct tending
to self-destruction. It was shown that along with increas-
ing power of maintaining individual life, which evolution
brings, there goes increasing power of perpetuating the
species by fostering progeny, and that in this direction evolu-
tion reaches its limit when the needful number of young,
preserved to maturity, are then fit for a life that is com-
plete in fulness and duration; and here it turns out that
parental conduct is called good or bad as it approaches or
falls short of this ideal result. Lastly, we inferred that
establishment of an associated state, both makes possible
and requires a form of conduct such that life may be com-
pleted in each and in his offspring, not Only without pre-
venting completion of it in others, but with furtherance of
it in others; and we have found above, that this is the form
of conduct most emphatically termed good. Moreover, just
as we there saw that evolution becomes the highest possible